Kingdom Perspectives – Part 1
Welcome to Kingdom Perspectives, part 1, September 10, 2008  We proceeded beginning with the Holiness of God, the Sin of Man, the Judgment of God.  We then came through the Cross of Christ, into the Kingdom of God through the doorway of salvation.  We then explored various aspects of the Kingdom of God.  We ended the Kingdom of God at unity because unity in Christ is the goal of all spiritual pursuit.  That's because love is the perfect bond of unity and we are to pursue love.  We then entered Kingdom Progression.  We progressed through the various stages of the Christian life to access the empowering abounding grace of God.  We did that by coming into the stage called Kingdom Life which resulted in deliverance from all which is anti-Christ by looking unto Christ as our source of all, the basis of all, and the object of our gaze at all times.  

Today we're beginning a new series called Kingdom Perspectives.  The purpose of this series is to review kingdom principles that we have learned throughout this journey.  We want to learn to apply them looking from various vantage points.  This is to integrate and reinforce everything that has been spoken and to expand our perspective on various subjects.  Today we're going to begin with kingdom roots and kingdom contents.  

First poster.  Recall the spiritual principle that is most elementary, that God gave us choice that the relationship may be of love and not of robotic slavery.  Recall also the principle that God always gives us only two choices so that we don't miss the correct choice based on complexity.  On a foundational theologic level, the choices are God and un-God.  This is because if God gives us choice and once choice is God, any other choice by definition has to be un-God or what we call ungodly.  God created us.  God has will.  He created us to give us will.  Our will is simply our chooser.  Using another terminology, the will is our worshipper.  The will chooses that which it is placing faith in at that very moment; and all men walk by faith at all times.  In more specific terms, when we choose God, we are choosing to be God determined.  When we choose un-God, we are choosing to be self determined.  The choice that I just described is the choice faced by Adam and Eve.  They responded by choosing to be self determined.  Adam looked at himself.  He looked at what God had said.  He looked at what Satan said.  He looked at what Eve had chosen and he pronounced himself as self determined.  He pronounced himself as his own god.  That is self worship.  By acting as his own god, he simultaneously looked at what God had said and pronounced God as unfair, untrustworthy, untruthful, and unloving and not operating in his best interest.  Adam pronounced himself as the judge of God which is what self determination will always do.  He pronounced self as the final determiner of what truth is.  This placed himself on the throne.  This is the original sin of Adam.  Beyond that it is the origin of the original sin of Adam.  This is the origin of all sin for all men for all time since Adam.  That's because this self on the throne (which is self determination) is the sin nature.  All men are considered by God to be under Adam since Adam was the first man.  Thus all men have the sin of Adam imputed to them.  Beyond that all men have inherited the sin nature of self on the throne from Adam.  This is not only the original sin, and it's not only the origin of the original sin, it then became the origin of all sin for all men for all time.    This self determination is the root of a kingdom.  Self determination is the root of what we call self.  Self then is the basis of a mindset.  This is a frame of reference by which all of life is addressed.  This mindset is called the flesh.  This, of course, is using the term flesh in an immaterial nonphysical sense.  It is not using the term flesh in the sense of referring to our material physical bodies.  This usage of the term flesh in an immaterial sense can be thought of as an individual term.  But when you take individual men operating in the flesh, collectively speaking, what happens is a system of interaction unfolds as men in the flesh interact with each other.  The system of interaction is called the system of this world.  This world system is actually a kingdom because it has a king, even though most of the subjects in this kingdom do not believe that they're functioning in a kingdom.  This kingdom is also called the kingdom of darkness.  It is called the kingdom of darkness because it is not based on truth; and light is the word used for truth.  Truth is what God is and how God views everything else.  The root of this kingdom is self determination.

So how does God view this reality?  Is man self determined?  Jeremiah 10:23 – I know oh Lord that a man's way is not in himself, nor is it in a man who walks to direct his steps.  That's the Word of God speaking through the prophet telling us that man was not made to be self determined and man cannot in an ultimate sense even be self determined.  It is deception for him to think that he is.  But this self determination is the way which seems right to a man, but its end is death.  It is not even in man to be self determined.  Man declares that it is.  Thus, the root of this kingdom is something untrue.  Darkness is the term used for something which is untrue.  That's why this kingdom is called the kingdom of darkness.  The king of this kingdom is Satan.  In John 8:44, Satan is called the father of lies.  This king rules his kingdom by lying.  In John 14:6 Jesus calls Himself the truth.  Thus, everything that Satan does is anti-Christ because it is anti-truth.  This is how Satan's rule over man began; and it's why Satan is now called the god of this world.  Genesis 3:3-5 recounts Satan's original lie to man when Satan told Eve that if she simply disobeyed God and ate the forbidden fruit, that she could be like God; thus, be her own god and not subject to God.  Man then bit into the fruit of self determination.  He has done so ever since and he has lived in deception ever since.  Man considers himself free.  Man even defines freedom to be the state of functioning in self determination.  Man does not know that he is not even created to be self determined.  Contrary to being free, he is in total bondage to deception, to self, to the world system, to the kingdom of darkness, and to his king, Satan.

There is another kingdom that we need to include.  When man uses his will to choose God, then he is choosing to be God determined.  This, in fact, is the basis of all worship.  I don't care how many songs you sing or what type you sing, how well you sing them, or how long you sing them; if you are not choosing to be God determined, then you are worshipping your own singing.  Being God determined means regarding God as the source of all that is truth, and then submitting to that truth.  Hebrews 1:2 tells us that in these last days, God has spoken to us in His Son; and the Father said, this is My beloved Son, listen to Him.  Ephesians 1:10 tells us that God is summing up all things in Jesus.  In John 14:6 Jesus says, I am the truth.  So if you want to see truth, you've got to look at me and listen to me.  Thus in our New Testament times of the church, to choose to be God determined is to choose to be Jesus determined.  Choosing Jesus is a different mindset or frame of reference compared to the world system operating by men in the flesh.  Choosing Jesus is what in the Bible is called spirit.  This is to choose to be Jesus determined.  Choosing to be Jesus determined, means to look at Jesus as the object of our gaze, to have Jesus as our source for all things including determining what is truth, and to have Jesus as the basis of every decision that we make in life.  This is the realm called the spirit in which the Holy Spirit functions to empower us; because the Holy Spirit came to bear witness of Jesus according to John 15:26.  So we can't access the Holy Spirit by looking at ourselves or looking at the world system.  We access the Holy Spirit by looking at Jesus.  The Holy Spirit also came to glorify Jesus according to John 16:14.  And you give glory to that which you choose to look at, to focus on, and to make decisions by and to regard as the source of truth.  So you will be functioning either in self determination that you can determine what is truth or you'll be looking at Jesus to receive the Spirit of truth, testifying and giving glory to Jesus in your thought life.  

Now we are, as Christians, in the Kingdom of God positionally by virtue of being born again.  But that's not the end of the story.  We function in the Kingdom of God by choosing to be Jesus determined and entering the frame of reference called the spirit.  This Kingdom of God has a King just like the kingdom of darkness has a king.  The Father God has given all judging and all authority to the Son.  In Revelation 19:16 Jesus is called the King of kings and the Lord of lords so that we can't miss it.  Now listen to this.  All of this may seem self evident; but if all of this were as self evident as we think it is, then our churches would be filled with Christians, giving Jesus Christ maximal glory, giving the world maximal valid testimony, while accessing the fullness of the abundant life, and manifesting the constancy of the fruit of the Spirit including specifically love.  There is a discrepancy between what I just described and what we see in the church.  So it may seem self evident; but if it were as self evident as it seems, that's what we would seek and I would not need to be teaching the series.  This discrepancy may in part relate to the following.  We tend to think of kingdoms in a broad perspective in very big terms.  We tend not to think about the roots of kingdoms.  That's why I'm addressing this today.  God cares about the root of His kingdom; because if His kingdom is to be manifest, it begins with II Corinthians 10:5 taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ.  This is because every thought is an act of worship.  That's why we have a will to make choices; therefore, every choice is to be regarded as an act of worship.  Every thought is choosing to be Jesus determined or choosing to self determine that some other choice is preferable to being Jesus determined.  Thus, each thought is functioning in the mindset or frame of reference of what the Bible calls flesh or spirit.  It is participating in either the world system or the Kingdom of God.  It is based on Jesus as truth or based on something that you have self determined to be true rather than Jesus as truth.  Each thought is either darkness or light.  Each thought becomes an act of worship to a king.  There are two kings; two kingdoms.  God made it simple for us so we wouldn't get lost in the complexity.  Each thought is worshipping either Satan as anti-Christ or worshipping Jesus Christ as King.  

Next poster.  We've now traced these two kingdoms to the root.  Now let us go from the root to look at the expansion of this thought process and look at the content of each kingdom.  The Kingdom of Jesus Christ can be easily stated.  It has as its content everything that is all summed up in Jesus.  As children of God through faith in Jesus Christ, we are all summed up in Jesus positionally.  However, we do not sum up all things in Jesus functionally.  If we summed up all things in Jesus functionally, then Romans 12:2 would not have been written because it tells us to be transformed by the renewing of our minds.  The kingdom of Satan can be summarized simply.  It has as its content everything that is anti-Christ.  That includes everything that is not all summed up in Jesus.  I could not possibly make a listing of every category of every item that is anti-Christ in human endeavor.  Thus, I've chosen certain categories and certain specific items to give illustrations.  Begin with a miscellaneous category.  The most basic member of the miscellaneous category is simply not choosing.  But recall the fundamental spiritual principle.  We get to choose; but we do not get to not choose.  We have a default mechanism. The default mechanism is self on the throne.  Self on the throne will never choose Jesus Christ at least fully so.  Thus, not choosing is to choose anti-Christ.  That is to function in the kingdom of Satan.  The ultimate, of course, in aggressive self determination is to declare that there is no God which is what the atheist does.  That position is fully anti-Christ.  The agnostic declares that we cannot know if there is a God.  He self determines that if there is a God that that God is too impotent to reveal Himself to me in a way that could reach the threshold of faith.  That is anti-Christ because it tells the Creator of the Heavens and the Earth that He is too impotent to reveal Himself in a recognizable way.  

The second category is, broadly speaking, humanism.  This is when man's faith is placed in some quality of man.  That may be faith placed in man's intellect, man's goodness, or in various philosophies conceived by the mind of man.  All are anti-Christ.

The third category includes all the religions of the world apart from Christianity.  All of them are anti-Christ.  This category could include Satan worship in a direct sense.  It includes other religions such as Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, etc.  It includes witchcraft, sorcery, worship of nature, or anything which tries to tap into the spirit realm by some means other than Jesus Christ.

The fourth category includes apostate Christianity.  This includes those who deny the divine authorship of the Bible, those who deny the divinity of Jesus, those who deny the reality of Hell, and those who deny salvation by grace alone, and not by human works.

We cannot answer precisely; but we can answer in a general sense, the following questions.  How much of the thought life of non-Christians represents content in the kingdom of Satan which is anti-Christ?  The answer is all of it.  A more pertinent question for us as Christians is the following.  How much of the thought life of Christians represents content in the Kingdom of God and how much of it represents content in the kingdom of Satan which is anti-Christ?  Another related question is this.  Which category does greater violence and brings greater shame to the Kingdom of Jesus Christ?  Unbelievers, or believers in Jesus Christ who function largely in the content of the kingdom of Satan which is anti-Christ?  It must be true that this is so because as you know, every poll done shows that the rate of divorce, the rate of child abuse, and the rate of anything that we would call evil in human endeavor is basically the same in the church as it is in the non-church.  Meditating on these kingdom perspectives about roots and content hopefully brings some conviction.  But always remember another spiritual principle.  The purpose of conviction is never to put us down.  The purpose of conviction is to call us up.  
Most Christians do not like the word violence.  We do not like the word aggression.  Like most things, that attitude can have two sides—a good side and a bad side.  We can generally agree that imprisonment of violent criminals is good.  We can generally agree that resisting aggressive states is good such as when we resisted Nazi Germany.  The problem is this.  Matthew 11:12 – And from the days of John the Baptist until now the Kingdom of Heaven suffers violence and violent men take it by force.  I Peter 1:13 tells us to gird your minds for action.  This means to prepare your minds for action.  Prepare your minds for action, not for passivity.  In this sense, every Christian is to be an activist full of aggression and violence.  We're to be aggressive, violent activists to set the mind and fix the gaze upon Jesus Christ.  If we do not take a violent, aggressive attitude to do so, we are passive aggressive.  If we do not do so, we are passive toward Jesus Christ and His Kingdom.  If we are passive toward Jesus Christ, then we are aggressively resisting Him.

You might say that cannot be true.  No Christian would do that.  But here's the explanation.  This is true because the sin nature of self on the throne is not passive.  The sin nature of self on the throne is violently aggressive.  And according to Romans 8:7 the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God.  Hostility is not a term of peace and passivism.  Hostility is a term of violence and aggression.  Here's the fundamental principle to be ever mindful of.  Your choice is never a choice between aggression and nonaggression.  Your choice is never between violence and nonviolence.  Your choice only relates to the object of violence and aggression; because violence and aggression will be true.  No one drifts to set the mind on Jesus Christ.  This is why Hebrews 2:1 tells us to set the mind, don't drift; because you will never drift to gaze fully at Jesus.  You will never drift to regarding Jesus as the source of all.  You'll never drift to regarding Jesus as the basis of all.  You'll never drift to regarding the cross of Christ as the means by which you access every spiritual blessing.  No one drifts to set the mind on Jesus Christ.  This is because the sin nature of self on the throne will not allow that to happen; because the sin nature of self on the throne is aggressively and violently pulling the mind away from Jesus Christ; because it is hostile toward God.  That is never overcome by passivity.  It is overcome by even more violently and even more aggressively setting the mind on Jesus Christ. Your only act of worship is to initiate that process.  Then you access the power of Spirit, Who is your helper to pull it off.  That's why self control is a fruit of the Spirit and not a fruit of self effort.  Your only act of worship is to fix your gaze upon Jesus and that then looses the power of the Holy Spirit.  None of that will occur if you do not understand what we've covered on these two posters about kingdom roots and kingdom content.  The goal is love and love is a passion for oneness; not a passivity for oneness.  Oneness with God will never occur by passivity and diversity.  Oneness with God occurs by aggression and exclusivity.  That is true whether modern man likes it or not, whether modern man declares something else to be true or not, whether modern man likes that thought or not, is irrelevant because this is truth because this is how God views this reality.  

There is a battle.  The battle is between the Kingdom of Jesus Christ and the kingdom of Satan.  The battle is fought in your mind.  The battle is fought over your next thought.  The battle is over the question of what is truth.  And this battle has not one neutral moment in time and has not one millimeter of neutral ground.  The only way to understand and to engage productively in the battle is to begin with the proper kingdom perspective about kingdom roots and kingdom content.  Anything else leads to default through passivity.  Default leaves self on the throne; and self on the throne functions in the kingdom of Satan because it is anti-Christ and hostile to God.  This is why Jesus said in Luke 11:23 you're either for Him or against Him.  And one of the greatest deceptions of mankind is to think that there's a Kingdom of God way over there and a kingdom of Satan way over there, and a vast neutral ground in which man functions independent of those two kingdoms.  You're either for Him or against Him beginning first in a positional sense; because you're either in Christ or not.  Then if we are in Christ, it is true positionally.  But the same question unfolds about functionally; because you can be in Christ positionally and still live out your Christian life till death on this planet occurs and never fulfill your calling in the Kingdom of God because you left self on the throne.  Ignorance of this or denial of this does not negate our salvation positionally.  However, it does lead to fruit.  Unfortunately, the fruit is dead.  It leads to dead works, dead testimony, dead abundant life and collectively speaking, to dead churches.  May it never be, as Paul would say.  
Now don't ever give yourself a bye because you're mature in the Lord.  We never escape these basic concepts.  That's why I teach them, for myself and for others.  Going back to the beginning of these series, basic Christianity is to learn the basics.  Advanced Christianity is to become the basics.  The way that you become an advanced Christian is to focus on the basic concepts of Christianity.  May we never ignore these basics; because if we do, we default; because we don't get to not choose.  If we do not focus on these basic concepts of kingdom roots and kingdom content, we will default to self on the throne, thus, function in the kingdom of Satan all the while groaning to God and mumbling and grumbling to God complaining because we don't see fruit of the Spirit.  You will never see fruit of the Spirit when you are choosing to function in the kingdom of Satan.  He did not come to help you in that kingdom.  He came to help you in the Kingdom of Jesus Christ.  That's what bears witness of Jesus and brings glory to Jesus.  But it is never done when you default to self on the throne by not understanding these kingdom roots and seeing your choice as one of two kingdoms, Kingdom of Jesus Christ or kingdom of Satan.  And there is no thought that you have that does not belong to one of those two kingdoms.  

So my time is up and I thank you for yours.  
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